UNIT 3 PART 1

In this session, we're going to continue our study of Our Future Hope by looking at

THE MESSAGE OF DANIEL IS THAT GOD WILL FULFILL HIS PLANS THROUGH THE SON OF MAN.

Now, one of the major things that Daniel communicates is that

This was an important message for Israel because the Babylonians had conquered them
and taken them into captivity. God reminded His people that even though they were far
away in another land, God was still God; and He still ruled over the nations.

Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon who had conquered the Jews in 605 BC. He
had taken some captive in 605, others in 597 BC and others in 587 BC. This same king
had a dream that bothered him. If you've read the book of Daniel, you may be familiar
with the fact that Daniel and his friends, Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael (or we know them
as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego), were part of the wise men that the king of
Babylon used to ask questions to. He looked to these men to give him counsel.

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that bothered him, and he determined to kill all of his wise
men if they could not tell him what he dreamed and interpret the dream for him. He didn't
want to just tell them the dream and let them interpret it. This is because he knew that
they might make something up. So, this was a very real danger for Daniel and his friends.
Since they were part of the king's wise men, they would also be killed if they could not
answer the king. Well, God had given the dream to Nebuchadnezzar, and He gave the
interpretation to Daniel. We read about this dream in Daniel chapter 2. This is what Daniel
said to King Nebuchadnezzar,

Now, I'm going stop there for a moment. This is amazing because Daniel lets him know
that these events are going to happen. The dream was a prophetic dream. Daniel also
said, “He who reveals secrets has shown you”. The fact that God shows Nebuchadnezzar
what is going to happen means that God is in control of what is going to happen, not King
Nebuchadnezzar. God was showing His authority over the nations. Daniel wanted the



king to know that this wisdom did not come from Daniel. It came from God. God Himself
wanted King Nebuchadnezzar to know what was going to happen. I'll continue. Daniel
said,

KINGDOMS REPRESENTED

Head of fine gold
Babylonian Empire

Breast and arms of silver
Mede and Persian Empires

Belly and thighs of brass
Macedonian Empire

Legs of iron
Roman Empire

Feet and toes of clay
Kingdoms that arose after
the fall of the Roman Empire

This picture is the way some people have drawn this
statue to give a visual illustration of what
Nebuchadnezzar's dream looked like. You have the head
of gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thigh
of brass, the legs of iron and feet and toes of clay. Each
of these parts of the statue represent kingdoms of this
world. I'll read the interpretation in just a moment, but I'l
go ahead and tell you that these are four kingdoms that
come, one after the other.

The first kingdom is Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian
empire. After his days, another kingdom would come, the
King of the Kingdom of the Medes and the Persians. After
that kingdom, the Macedonian empire would come with
Alexander the Great bringing his kingdom. After
Alexander the Great, would come Rome. It would be
described as legs of iron. Then, that kingdom would
slowly be divided like 10 toes; and it would eventually be
collapsed.

Now, since these parts of the statue represent different kingdoms, God was telling Israel

that

This was an important message for them because God started a kingdom with Israel at
Mount Sinai. You remember that from our earlier lessons. God promised that David's
kingdom would last forever. Well now, with the Babylonian captivity, David's kingdom had
crumbled. David's kingdom had been moved to Babylon where the Babylonians ruled



over the Jews. If God keeps His promises, and He always does, then God would restore
His kingdom to Israel. Once again, the Kingdom of God would rule over the earth. So,
Daniel interprets the dream.

Now, I'm going to stop there for just a moment. Maybe you remember that when you read
the Gospel of Matthew and you open the text, that John the Baptist and Jesus tell their
listeners, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”.

The Kingdom of Heaven speaks about the kingdom that the God of Heaven will set up.
Daniel said, “In the days of those kings, the God of Heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be destroyed.” Just like in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, this rock hit the toes of the
Roman Empire and the whole thing crumbled. Well, that's speaking about the coming
Messiah. And so, he says that that is the meaning of the rock cut from among the
mountain, though not by human hands, that crushed to pieces the statue of iron, bronze,
clay, silver and gold. The great God was showing the king what will happen in the future.
The dream is true and its meaning is certain.

Now, we can read this and maybe not think about how significant it is. Daniel was a slave.
He was serving the king of Babylon. The king of Babylon had great honor, and Daniel
was just a servant. But Daniel, speaking on behalf of God, was very bold to tell the king
that God is showing Nebuchadnezzar what He's going to do. It is certain, and this is a
reminder to Nebuchadnezzar and to God's people that God is the one who rules over the
nations. That was God's message in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.



After King Nebuchadnezzar, the next Babylonian king to rule was King Belshazzar. We
read about him in Daniel chapter 7. We're going to find the same message in that section.
So, this is a generation later. Nebuchadnezzar is gone; and now, his descendant is
reigning in his kingdom in his place. God still rules over the nations.

So, in the days of Belshazzar, King of Babylon, God gave Daniel a dream this time. Daniel
is the one who had the dream. God revealed His plan to restore His kingdom on the earth.
Just like in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, God gave Daniel a dream that there would be
four kingdoms that would rule the earth before the Messiah comes to establish the
Kingdom of God. What God showed Daniel is that

So, let's look at the text in Daniel chapter 7.



So, Daniel sees four kingdoms. These four kingdoms are the same kingdoms that
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about, but they're represented with different images.

Babylon in Daniel's dream is represented by a lion.

Medo-Persia is represented by a bear. It's interesting. In Daniel's dream, the bear is
standing taller on one side than it is the other. That was God's way of saying that in the
Medo-Persian empire, the Persians would become greater than the Medes.

Then, this leopard that had four wings and four heads spoke about the kingdom that would
come under Alexander the Great. Just like a leopard is very swift and runs very fast,
Alexander the Great would conquer the world in a very short time. We know from history,
that Alexander the Great died very young. | think he was 33 years old. When he died, he
had four generals. His kingdom was divided among those four. That's what's meant by
the four wings and the four heads on the leopard.

God told us this detail through Daniel long before it ever happened because God
knows the future. God is the one who determines the future by His plan; and God
will fulfill His plan concerning His kingdom.

The 4th Kingdom Speaks about Rome. So, let's go back to the text. Daniel said.

He's talking about God the Father.

So, Daniel’s vision goes from Heaven back to the earth. On earth, he can hear this ruler
speaking evil about the things of God. It is boastful speech.



So, notice what God is saying. You have to remember that God made promises about
His kingdom all the way back in Genesis. God's plan from the beginning when He put
Adam and Eve in authority over His creation and told them to rule on His behalf, was that
God wanted man to rule over God's creation for God and to live in perfect fellowship with
God. God wanted that kingdom to fill the world. God wanted a kingdom filled with people
who worship Him.

Look at where the Son of Man is going to take us. After these four kingdoms of Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome, the God of Heaven would set up a kingdom just like He
said to Nebuchadnezzar. Now, he shows to Daniel that that kingdom is going to come
through One like a Son of Man whose kingdom rules over all the nations. Do you
remember the prophecy in Genesis 49, where this lion from the tribe of Judah comes to
reign over the nation's? All the world worships Him. Daniel sees a similar vision when the
Son of Man comes to reign.

Well, Israel's future hope was based on the plan of God to restore His kingdom on earth,
ruled by the Son of man. We've seen that

THIS WAS GOD'S PLAN ALL THE WAY FROM THE BEGINNING.

The first promise that God made after His kingdom was challenged by Satan, is that God
would send the seed of the woman to crush the head of the serpent. Also, the kingdom
of Satan will crumble in defeat when the Son of Man comes.

You may wonder why | call it the kingdom of Satan. Some may say, “Well, aren't we just
talking about the Kingdom of Rome, or the Kingdom of Babylon, or the Kingdom of
Persia?” But you have to remember that behind these world powers, is the prince of this
world.

We go all the way back to the beginning. We remember that all human beings are divided
by those who believe in the seed of the woman, our Savior, Jesus, or they are those who
believe the lies of the serpent. Those who believe in the coming seed of the woman are
part of God's family. Those who believe the lies of the serpent are part of Satan's fallen



kingdom, his counter kingdom, the Kingdom of Darkness. They will fall when the Lord
Jesus, the Son of Man, comes to destroy the kingdoms of this world. Also, we find that
Israel would be restored to the promised land to live forever. That's Israel's future hope.
This restoration would come in the last days. That's where we'll pick up in our next

session.



