UNIT 2 PART 1

We're going to pick up now in the book of Exodus. We look again at the plans and
promises of God. These determine the future hope.

Because God is a God who finishes what He starts, and because God always keeps His
word, we can expect our future hope to be the fulfillment of what He has said.

This is Exodus 2; and in it, we find that God remembered His plans and promises. Maybe
you remember in an earlier session that God told Abraham his descendants would be
slaves for 400 years in a strange land. And that then, God would bring them out. Well,
when we open the book of Exodus, that's where we find ourselves 400 years later.

| think this is a beautiful picture because it shows that God is compassionate. He saw that
His people were suffering; but also, His actions are based on His promises. He
remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

WHEN GOD REMEMBERED HIS PROMISES, HE CHOSE TO RAISE UP A DELIVERER TO RESCUE HIs
PEOPLE AND ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM.

| guess | should say that when God remembers, it doesn't mean that God could forget.
God knows everything at the same time. When the Scripture says that God remembered,
it means that God acts on behalf of those whom He remembers. It speaks about His
action. God raises up a Deliverer. We know that it's Moses. We won't read the story about
when he was born, but we'll go to the call of Moses. God confronted Moses when he was
in the desert. God said to him from the burning bush,

Now, I've got to say something about this. God could call Himself the great “I| AM”. He
does call Himself that in this passage. When God uses this long description to give His
name, “the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”, He gives that form of His name because
He wants us to know that He is the God who is keeping the promises that He made to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He's showing the reader that what He is doing is connected



to His earlier promises. That's why | said in our first session that our future hope is
connected to the storyline of Scripture. He's the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

This is incredible to think about. Can God deliver His people from a wicked king that
oppresses them and bring them into freedom? Yes, He can. The bigger question is can
God deliver His people from the oppression of Satan and defeat the enemy, Satan, and
establish His kingdom on earth? Of course, He can; and God is going to deliver His
people, Israel.

Now when Moses stood before Pharaoh, God claimed that He had the right to rule on the
earth. Pharaoh thought that he was like a God and that he was the one who had authority
to rule. God wanted Pharaoh to know that God is the one who rules over all things.

This is what Aaron and Moses told Pharaoh.

God says, “Let my people go”. God claims that He has authority over Israel. Pharaoh
thinks that he has authority.

Look at the problem. God says, “Let my people go.” God says He has authority over
Israel. Pharaoh says, “l will not let Israel go.” Pharaoh thinks that he has authority over
Israel. Who's going to win? Who has authority over Israel? Who has the right to rule?
Well, God sent plagues on Egypt to prove that He alone is God. We know that there were
10 different plagues that God sent. I'm not going to read all of that. You know about that
story; but I'l show you some examples.

| see this everywhere we look in the Scripture. God wants to fill the earth with people who
worship Him. That's God's plan. But Satan wants to fight against that. Well, God said,



God wanted Pharaoh to know that He wasn't like the Egyptian gods where they had many,
many gods and they were all the same. God says, “No, | am God alone; and there's no
one like Me in all the Earth.”

God says,

But God says that He spared him

Well on that night, God says,

You see what God wants to prove? God wants to prove that He alone is God. God wants
to demonstrate to all the world that He alone has the right to rule. Satan had challenged
that authority, and Pharaoh as a king, was under the kingdom of Satan. Well, God sent
plagues on Egypt to prove that He alone is God. Look at these statements.

God said, “When | do this, then you will know that | am the Lord, your God.” He's talking
to Israel. He wants Israel to know that He alone is God. Now, He talks about the
Egyptians.

Then when we open the book of Joshua, we read about Rehab, the Harlot. When the
spies came to her, she said



You see what God did through the Exodus? God proved that there's no one else like Him
in all the earth. God alone rules the earth. He alone is God. When God brought Israel out
of Egypt, He's taking them to the promised land. He wants to establish them as a kingdom.
God's plan continued with Israel. At Mount Sinai, God made a covenant with the nation
of Israel. In that covenant, God said that Israel would be a kingdom of priests in a special
land. I'll show you the Scripture about this in just a second. But what | want you to know
is that God wanted His blessing to go out to the nations as Israel told the nations about
God. This is huge because it shows that just like God's plan in Genesis 1 and 2 was
carried on with Noah in Genesis 9, and carried on again with Abraham in Genesis 12,
God is carrying on His plan again. God wants to have a kingdom on the earth. Israel is
going to be His kingdom. He wants to have a kingdom of people who worship Him as the
living God; and He wants that blessing of God and God's worship to spread over all the
earth so that all the earth knows the Lord. God was at work in history to bring His plan to
fulfillment.

God wanted the entire nation of Israel to represent God to the nations.

God's plan was going to be fulfilled through Adam, then Noah. God promised it would be
fulfilled through Abraham and Abraham's descendants. Now, God is going to use the
nation of Israel to take the blessing of God to the nations.

But there's a catch. It's only going to work if they will obey Him and keep His covenant. If
they don't obey God, they won't be able to represent God to the nations, and it's not going
to work. Well, God spoke of Israel's future. In the covenant that God made with Israel, He
spoke of Israel's future; and God's plan would work if Israel would obey God. We just saw



that in Exodus 19, but I'm going to read something from Deuteronomy 28. I'm not going
to read everything. | just want you to see what God does. God says.

He goes on and on about how He will bless to them. If they obey God, God will bless
them. But in Deuteronomy 28:15, God says,

God talks about how He will curse their animals, their livestock, their gardens. In
everything in their world, they would experience the judgment of God.

Even when the covenant was made, God predicted that Israel would fail. Look at what He
says in Deuteronomy 29:24-25. He says, in the future,

That means, why did God judge his people? Why was He so angry? The answer will be,
this happened because the people of the land abandoned the covenant that the Lord, the
God of their ancestors, made when He brought them out of the Land of Egypt. God
predicted that He would have to judge Israel because He knew they would disobey Him.

God also said that Israel's disobedience would be punished with exile (Deuteronomy
30:1). God would start out by withholding rain. If it didn't rain, their gardens wouldn't grow.
That would be kind of like an alarm clock. If you set an alarm, you want it to wake you up.
Well, God would use the curse of removing rain to wake Israel up so they would know,
“Oh, we should do what God said to do.” But if they did not listen to those warnings, if
they did not learn, God said that He would send them into exile. He would take them out
of their promised land and scattered them among the nations.

But God also predicted that when Israel returned to Him, He would bring them back to
their land. God said, He would give them a new heart. God says,



He goes on to say He will change your heart. He will make them prosperous and
numerous and He will bless them. So, this is all the way back in Deuteronomy. Moses
gave this prophecy about Israel's future hope. Israel's future would first of all be judgment
because they would disobey. But then, there would be a time that they return to the Lord
and God would bring them back to the land. God spoke of Israel's future.

Now in another passage, God said that when He punishes them, like when God takes
away the rain or let the locusts eat their gardens and crops, if they did not repent, He
would make their punishment seven times as bad.

| want you to remember this because it's going to be important. What God says in the
past, sets the direction for the future; and God told Israel if they disobeyed and they would
not learn from their warnings. they would be scattered into the nations. And God said if
they didn't learn from that, He would punish them seven times over. Well, how did Israel
do? We know that Israel did not keep God's covenant. As the history unfolds, David was
a good king; and God promised to establish his kingdom forever. But we also know that
David was a sinner just like us. God said that He would make David's kingdom strong,
secure his throne forever and his kingdom would continue forever.

This promise is called the Davidic Covenant. It's the covenant God made with David. The
reason | share this promise is, we know that God had a kingdom on earth with Adam and
Eve. We know that God told Abraham that kings would come from him. We know in
Genesis 49, God said that there would be a king from Judah that comes, and his kingdom



will spread over the Earth. Well now, we're told that that kingdom will also be the seed of
a woman, the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, David. The kingdom will be in
David's family. God's going to keep his promises, but Israel didn't keep God's covenant.
Solomon turned aside to other gods and led Israel astray.

The Lord had clearly instructed the people, you must not marry them because they will
turn your hearts to their gods. Solomon married foreign women. They believed in different
gods, and Solomon's heart turned after those other gods. He was worshipping other gods.
The Lord was angry with Solomon for his heart had turned away from the Lord. God said
that He was going to take the kingdom from Solomon, but that He would still leave part of
it. This is because He's going to keep the covenant in David's family.

Well, the reason | shared the passage about Solomon is, Solomon brought idolatry,
worshipping false gods, into Israel. That's going to be a problem because God said that
He alone is God. What happens as Israel's history goes on, throughout her history, God
sent prophets to warn of judgment if they did not repent. The Lord God of their fathers or
their ancestors repeatedly sent His prophets to warn them. God warned them in two
different ways. One warning was by removing rain, was by allowing enemies to conquer
them, was by making it to where their gardens wouldn't grow. Those were the curses of
the covenant that God intended to wake them up.

The other way that God warned Israel is that God sent prophets. God sent to them men
like Hosea, men like Amos, men like Zephaniah, men like Isaiah and Ezekiel. God sent
these prophets to warn Israel; but the people mocked the messengers of God and
despised their words. They scoffed at the prophets until the Lord's anger could no longer
be restrained, and nothing could be done.

God was patient with Israel. But there came a time when the only choice was judgment.
The Lord brought the king of Babylon against them. The Babylonians killed Judah's young
men. That's talking about the tribe of Judah. It's talking about the kingdom of Judah. They
even chased them into the temple. They had no pity on the people, killing both young
men and young women, the old and the infirm. God handed all of them over to
Nebuchadnezzar. We'll talk about him later. Then, his army burned the temple of God,
tore down the walls of Jerusalem, burnt all the palaces and completely destroyed
everything of value. The few who survived were taken as exiles to Babylon; and they
became servants to the king and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power.



of the Babylonian captivity. The Babylonians conquered Jerusalem and took away people
into captivity. We read about this. They took a group in 605 BC. They took another group
in 597 BC. They took another group in 587 BC. Out of those people that were taken,
Daniel and his three friends that we know as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, were
taken into captivity. Well, Jeremiah had warned about this. God said through Jeremiah,
they would be in Babylon for 70 years. Their punishment for not listening to God's Word,
not listening to the alarms that God gave, is that they would be in Babylon for 70 years.

But after that, God said,

Jeremiah 29:10-11 | will come and do for you all the good things | have promised, and |
will bring you home again. For | know the plans | have for you,” says the Lord. “They are
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.

Israel's future hope was based on the promises of God. Even though God would send
them to Babylon for 70 years, that wasn't God's final word for Israel. God wanted to bring
them back to their own land and restore them. Jeremiah also predicted Israel's
restoration. He said,

Jeremiah 31:10 The Lord, who scattered his people, will gather them and watch over
them as a shepherd does his flock.

The problem with Israel is that they had a heart that would not obey the Lord. But God
gave a promise. He said,

Jeremiah 31:31-33 “The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when | will make a new
covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. This covenant will not be like the one |



God says He will completely forgive their sins. God gives these promises. Now, when
God brought Israel back from captivity after 70 years, they came back home. But even
though Israel returned to the promised land, they did not fully return to the Lord.

| need to tell you that we're moving very fast now through the Old Testament history. You
have Israel in the promised land as a kingdom. First, it's Israel under judges. Then, they
are under King Saul. Then, David and Solomon. Then, the kingdom splits. You have the
northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. The southern kingdom goes into captivity
as Jeremiah said they would. They come back after 70 years. But when you read the
prophets that spoke after the 70 years captivity, you learn that the people did not learn
their lesson from the captivity.

In Haggai 1. the people were being greedy. They were making their own houses very
comfortable; but they were not working on the House of God.

In Malachi, we learned that they were giving sacrifices to God that had problems, bones
broken on lambs, things like that. God said He demanded a perfect sacrifice. They were
being greedy.

In Nehemiah who was also after the captivity, we read that certain Israelite men had
married foreign wives. That was a problem because they would be tempted to believe in
the false gods of those foreign wives, just like Solomon did. Even though they came back
to the promised land, they did not fully return to the Lord.

Now, do you remember what God said would happen if they did not learn from their
punishment? If they did not learn from God's judgment, God said He would punish them
seven times over. Do you remember that from Leviticus 267 Well, what happens after the
70 years of captivity? God is going to judge them seven times over because they did not
learn. Their judgment would be multiplied to extend for many, many years. That's what
we're going to find when we look in the book of Daniel in our next lesson.



